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Meaning oO 
Month 


By AVIS SWIGER 


ANUARY HAS NOT ALWAYS been the first 

month of the year, or even a month, for that 

matter. The early Roman calendar had only 
ten months with 304 days, beginning with March. 
The Hebrew calendar began the new year with March 
25. January was added to the Roman calendar in 
700 B.C., but it had only thirty days until 46 B.C., 
when Julius Caesar increased it one day, making it 
thirty-one. It was never universally accepted as part 
of the calendar, however, until the eighteenth century 
A.D. 

January got its name from the Roman god, Janus, 
who was their chief god. He was worshipped as the 
goed of beginnings and for that reason gave his name 
to the first-month of the year. Janus was thought 
of as the supreme janitor of heaven and earth. He 
was supposed to open and close the gates of 
heaven each day, letting the sun out in _ the 
morning, and then in again at night. Not only 
was the beginning of the year sacred to him, but 
the beginning of each month and day, also. 

January is the month of extremes; the northern 
half of the world has its coldest weather of the year, 
while the southern half has its warmest. In our part 
of the world all nature is asleep; the bear and wood- 
chuck have hibernated and the trees are dormant, 
while in the southern part all nature is rife with 
life. 

. Janus was pictured as having two bearded faces on 
one head—one looking in each direction, so that no 
one would be able to slip in or out of the gates with- 
out being seen. He sat upon a glittering throne with 
a sceptre in one hand and a key in the other. 

To us, January is still the “two-faced” month. One 
face looks backward to review the failures and accom- 
plishments of the past year, while the other one 
looks forward to anticipate the victories and glories 
of the new. 

The chief benefit of the backward look can be 
summed up in the idea of trying to avoid all the 
failures of the past year, rather than taking time to 
revel in its victories. There is no value in useless 
mourning over the failures of the past, for we need 
all of our potential strength to make the new year 
one of great accomplishments. Just look at it, and 
then move forward with the added wisdom gained 
from its experiences. 

A world traveler, going back and forth from north 
to south during this month, would have considerable 
trouble adjusting himself to the climatic changes. 
He would be very hot and very cold, depending on 
whether he was north or south of the equator. Some 
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of us Christians have the same trouble about ex- 
tremes—today we are afire with zeal for the Lord, 
and tomorrow we are as frigid as the South Pole. 
This frequent “change-over” will sap our spiritual 
vitality, so let us have warm hearts toward God and 
our fellow man, instead of trying to be like a two- 
faced heathen god! 
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Seated: 
Houston R. Morehead 


Standing: 

The General Executive Committee, in evaluating the work of the Church : Jemes A. Cross 
historically, presently occupied with the problems at hand, looking to the : Earl P Pp Ik 
limitless task of the Church as it relates to the salvation of an uncon- Z ar : ou 
verted world, is constrained by the Holy Spirit to call upon the members : H. D. Williams 


of the Church throughout the world to pray for WORLD-WIDE REVIVAL. "Look 
on the fields; for they are white already to harvest." Civilization as we 
now know it is threatened with collapse, All living flesh is threatened 
with annihilation. The world is balancing on the knife-edge of catastro- 
phe, The world is engulfed in total crisis -- religious, moral, intel- 
lectual, social, political, and economic, 


Man's mind is unable by the sole force of its rational intelligence 
to resolve these problems, to direct man's destiny, or to sufficiently 
organize man's life and the world, Man does not stand alone. Man and 2 
man's affairs are eternally related to God. Therefore, we urge each and : 
every member of the Church to dedicate himself to the task at hand as it : 
relates to the salvation of an unconverted world. Let each of us entreat 
our heavenly Father through fasting and prayer to send WORLD-WIDE REVIVAL, 


The Executive Committee earnestly calls upon Christians everywhere who 
read these lines to join in private and concert prayer, beseeching our 
heavenly Father for Christ's sake to enable the Church by the power of the 
Holy Spirit to effectively reach the unreached, Pray for peace in a troubled 
world, prosperity for the poverty-stricken, spiritual enlightenment for those 
who sit in darkness, healing for those who suffer pain. PRAY for WORLD-WIDE 
REVIVAL in our time! 
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On the following pages 

seven department leaders discuss 

what they think 1957 will bring to the 
Church of God 
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By HOUSTON R. MOREHEAD 


RANSITION IS evident all around us. Values 

are changing and methods of meeting new 

and urgent needs of man are altering. The 

political pattern of the world has been altered. 

Ideological wars surge and subside. 

A Old friends are exchanged for new 

and the new maneuver for positions 

of advantage. Science and industry 

are moving to unexplored heights. 

Disease is being mastered in cer- 

tain areas. The normal life span of 

man has been extended. New horrors 

are replacing yesterday’s modern 

weapons of war. Certain theologians 

are experiencing what is termed the 
theological renaissance. 

Some things, however, remain 
changeless in this changing world— 

Vv belief in God, the worth and dignity 

of the individual, the infinite value 

of the soul of man. Some may deny this; yet, it 

ever remains. Life remains precious; happiness, the 
longing desire of every individual of the world. 

Leading magazines of the nation are saying war 
is getting closer. Economic distress of the nations 
will require new billions in aid in order to relieve 
the suffering of the world at present. Living costs 
must increase. Taxes cannot be reduced. Rationing 
is in force in yarious parts of the world Religion 
has become the popular subject of our times. It is 
popular to belong to some church—not too important 
what church, but some church. One outstanding re- 
ligious leader writes, “Is this revival in our times 
a religious boom or bust?” 

And so we enter the new year of 1957 in a world 
which is confused, perplexed and fearful. In view of 
these conditions, just what can we do to better the 
world in the year of 1957? It is important that we 
must maintain our distinctiveness as a Pentecostal 
church. We must continue to stress and make clear 
our positive position on. all fundamental doctrinal 
issues of the Bible. We must with greater force and 
emphasis sound our position as a full gospel, evangeli- 
cal, Pentecostal church. As such, we are fully com- 
mitted to the defense and propagation of this posi- 
tion, a position which if consistently followed will 
inevitably place us in a strong position of leader- 
ship in Christian affairs. 

The Church of God can never be disassociated from 
the Biblical. In 1 Timothy 3 we read, “. . . The 
house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” The Church 
stands on the Bible as the Word of God, the infallible 
rule of faith and practice. We must stand unalterably 
opposed to sacerdotalism as taught by Romanism. 
We must stand opposed to modernism which makes 
the individual autonomous, independent of the au- 
thoritative divinely inspired Word of God. We stand 





opposed to neo-orthodoxy as taught by many modern 
theologians of our time. We must believe, “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness; that the man of God may be per- 
fect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” Thére- 
fore, as it is written, “I charge thee therefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his king- 
dom, Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine. For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears 
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry.” In so doing we shall not only save 
ourselves but those who hear us. 

We must preach the gospel without compromise. 
There are those who would suggest an easement, a 
shading, or a slight coloring in the preaching of the 
gospel, which is a kind of acquiescence, a sociable 
agreement with the saint and the sinner, which is 
a surrender of moral values for social prestige and 
personal gain. We cannot surrender principle for 
expedience, power, popularity or mercenary gain. Our 
only course is the one upon which we have embarked; 
namely, positive action, based upon faithful adherence 
to the: revealed truth. Let us not be unmindful of 
Christ’s admonition to the Church, in that He said, 
“Occupy till I come.” This, I believe, we shall do as 
a Church in the new year by the grace and help 
of God. We shall further expend our present world- 
wide program in our endeavor to reach the unreached 
of the earth. 

The Missions Department has launched its pro- 
gram involving a million and a-half dollars. This will, 
of course, fall far short of the vast needs throughout 
the world. We plan to enlarge and improve our present 
educational program. We have recently started a build- 
ing program for our West Coast Bible School in 
California, which will ultimately involve at least a 
quarter of a million dollars. This does not take into 
account tens of thousands of dollars which are being 
expended in maintenance and expansion of the other 
schools; in addition large sums of money are dis- 
bursed for annual operation of the schools. All of 
this expenditure and effort will result in many con- 
secrated, trained workers for service in the whitened 
harvest fields of the world. 

The Sunday School and Youth Department is going 
forward with an accelerated program which should 
result in additional new Sunday Schools, as well as 
a gratifying increase in our present Sunday Schools. 
An excellent program for our youth has been pre- 
pared by the Youth Department which will un- 
doubtedly aid in the training of our youth and the 
salvation of many. 

In our Homes for Children we are spending thou- 

(Continued on page 13) 








Preview of 1957 


By CHARLES W. CONN 


matic plan in 1957. The general theme for this 
year will be “Upward Under Christ.” Last 
year the general theme was to review what has been 
wrought under God and that place 
A _ to which He hath brought us. This 
year the theme will be totally posi- 
tive and forward looking. In 1957 
the emphasis will be on the future 
instead of on the past, and on hope 
instead of on review. Each issue in 
its way will show that progress will 
be made and that our progress must 
be achieved under the leadership of 
Christ. We can move upward only 
as we remain under Him. 
One of the features planned for 
1957 is an issue on divine healing 
each quarter. We plan to give pic- 


ff S IN 1956 THE EVANGEL is following a the- 





torial features on all Church of God | 


work in the Orient, Latin America, Europe, and Africa. 
We again plan to feature a “Mother of the Year,” 
“Father of the Year,” “Family and Layman of the 
Year.” (Any nominations you have for these honors 
should be mailed to your state overseer.) In the 
absence of a General Assembly this year, there will 
be greater, coverage of other special meetings of the 
Church. 


In our Sunday School literature I foresee a new 
Challenge in the Christian Challenge series. It will 
probably be called the Junior-Hi Challenge and will 
be aimed at the seventh, eighth, and ninth grade 
group. Still more accessories for Sunday School teach- 
ers will be published. 


Looking still farther in the future I see the begin- 
ning of a Sunday School lesson annual. This will be 
a library-type book containing helps for the entire 
year’s Sunday School lessons. Work will be begun by 
a selected staff during 1957, but-it will be some time 
before the first volume will appear. This is strictly 
a long-range prediction, but it is a definite need and 
I believe we are now ready to make that step. I do 
not foresee any immediate change in our other publi- 
cations except for a few slight format changes that 
will affect parts of the Evangel and Lighted Pathway. 
As director of the editorial interests of the Church 
of God, I can only pledge to the unflagging zeal 
and energy, under Christ, of the entire department, 
the most expert and best efforts from all of us. 


We are fortunate to have in our Editorial Depart- 
ment such competent personnel as Lewis J. Willis, 
Editor of the Lighted Pathway; W. P., Stanley, Editor 
of the Sunday. School Literature Department; Irene 
Wales, Editor of the Primary literature; Geneva 
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Carroll, Editor of the Junior literature; LaVerne Sel- 
man, Editor of the Youth literature; Oleda Glenn 
and Elizabeth Benefield, editorial secretaries; Esther 
Eubanks and May DeArman, copy editors; Betty 
Burroughs, librarian; Chloe Stewart, Walter Ambrose 
and Philip Wagar, artists. These, with the field editors 
and writers, will. make 1957 another outstanding 
editorial year for the Church of God. 
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Progress During 1957 


By E. C. THOMAS 


AM LOOKING FORWARD ‘to 1957 with great 
g expectation for our publishing interest. Each 
new year offers new opportunities to be of serv- 
ice to God and His Church. I believe the Publishing 
House will make greater strides to- 
A , ward its ministry during this coming 

year. 

The ministry of the Publishing 
House must be enlarged beyond its 
present borders. I predict that dur- 
ing this coming year we will do the 
greatest volume of gospel printing we 
have ever done. This will be because 
of increased attendance in our Sun- 
day Schools, Y.P.E.’s_ and _ local 
churches. As the program of evange- 
lism enlarges, the printed word in- 
creases in proportion. I take courage 

Vv ‘ when I realize the effort that our 
editors are making in offering great- 
er contributions to the field of literature. This will as- 
sist the Publishing House to make available to our peo- 
ple more material and helps than ever. The next 
twelve months will give birth to the greatest gospel 
tract program on salvation we have ever sponsored. We 
look further into a new field during this coming year 
of book publishing for persons or companies other 
than our own. We are exploring the printing field 
for other religious book publishers. This offers a great 
potential, and I predict that during 1957 we will en- 
joy a share of this sort of work. 


Our book bindery will be an asset in offering to book 


_ publishers our printing services. The “Pathway Press,” 


which is our trade press name, will enjoy greater 


‘volume through this means or channel. 


With the vision for expansion as great as it is and 
the potentials as bountiful, we turn our attention to 
our expectation toward the quality of our work. With 
a great deal of satisfaction and joy I survey the 
quality of our work in my own mind and realize 
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that we have attained great heights. However, I be- 
lieve the quality of our work during this coming year 
will continue in an upward trend. This will be be- 
cause of more experience, time, effort and additional 
machinery. The Publishing House will of necessity add 
more adequate equipment in the departments which 
need it, particularly in the bindery. Though our bind- 
ery is in its infancy, we are very thankful for the 
production which we are getting, as well as the ex- 
cellent quality of book binding which is being pro- 
duced. Without reservation, I predict greater and more 
effective quality than we have ever had. 


WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT in service from 
the Publishing House? To say the least, our entire 
staff is endeavoring to effect faster and more ef- 
fective ways to give service to our customers. Prob- 
lems? A few but: they are not insurmountable ones. 
The law of averages says that there will be errors 
and mistakes; however, the Publishing House crew is 
most anxious to do our best to give service that will 
be unsurpassed by anyone else. Each department will 
be conscious of the need for improvements of any 
possible nature that will assist us in serving you. We 
pledge our continued efforts toward faster and more 
efficient service. 


Prices? Will there be price increases during 1957? 
This is a problem which causes great concern to us all, 
not only in the printing business but also in our en- 
tire national economy. Many times it is hard for the 
layman to understand the necessity of price increases 
in any phase of industry. We live in a complete cycle 
and are not independent of one another. When labor 
receives a salary increase, that automatically is re- 
flected in the cost of raw materials. Raw materials 
increase to the manufacturer; the manufacturer in- 
creases prices to absorb that; the higher price is 
passed on to the retailer; he increases his retail price 
and finally it comes right back to the consumer. Our 
entire economy is one that affects everyone, and 
when we reach an inflationary period, our entire 
structure feels it. The printing business is not immune 
to these price increases of materials, supplies, and la- 


bor. As you analyze the entire price-increase picture, — 


then you can understand that the Publishing House is 
no different and that of necessity we have to increase 
prices in keeping with the economy. One encounters 
price increases daily as he purchases merchandise. 

During the past two years, the printing industry on 
a national level has felt an acute increase in pro- 
duction cost of 39 per cent. It is predicted that 1957 
will have another over-all production cost increase of 
from three to five per cent. Knowing this, you realize 


immediately that the consumer will pay a greater | 


part of it. Inasmuch as the Publishing House is a 
church plant, we have absorbed as much of the ad- 
ditional cost as we dared to before increasing prices. 
However, it is my opinion that inasmuch as we have 
had a Sunday School literature increase recently, we 
can hope that there will not be a price increase in 
Sunday School literature within the near future. Book 





prices will continue to rise. The Evangel subscription 
rate will be increased from its present price to $2.00 
per year beginning January 1, 1957. One will not be too 
surprised at this when he considers the subscription 
rate on other papers of its proportion. Incidentally, 
this is the first increase in the Evangel price in over 
thirty years. The subscription rate on the Evangel 
was set at $1.50 about 1917 and has not been above 
that price since. The Editorial and Publications Board 
feels that we cannot evade the rising cost any longer; 
therefore, the subscription rate will increase. 


I am aware of the many difficulties and problems 
which will arise, and I realize that many will arise that 
I am not aware of; however, I look forward to 1957 
with courage, hope and vision. I have faith in the 
Church of God and its constituency and believe that 
God will help us in all our phases of work to con- 
tribute to His ministry and be a blessing. I believe 
without doubt that the Publishing House during 1957 
will enjoy its greatest year yet. I know you will join 
me in prayer that God will assist and help us and that 
we will have His guidance and direction over the en- 
tire publishing interest of the Publishing House during 
this coming year. 





4d be oresee for dein College 


By R. LEONARD CARROLL 


of prophecy or qualified to pierce the veil be- 
fore us; I must restrain any temptation to take 
my subject too literally. 


How many of us are confident that 
we fully understand the events of 
the past years and their impact up- 
on education at Lee College? Looking 
back over the years, it would have 
required a bold and remarkably pres- 
cient person to have sketched out the 
turbulent events which have in fact 
occurred. The years behind us sug- 
gest that the days ahead will be 
filled with vast and quickly moving 
events, some to our liking, others not 
—some working out in accordance 
with plans devised by ourselves and 
our friends, others coming with 
breath-taking surprise. We are living 
in a period when the old is passing away and many 
new forces are at work challenging us. This expansion 
in Lee College is not only in size of student body, 
faculty, school plant, program, and budget, but our pur- 
poses, philosophy, outlook, and climate of opinion have 
grown with our physical growth. Today we are trying 


g AM NOT COMPETENT to write in the accents 





7 








to adjust to an enlarged program that is rolling to- 
ward an even bigger one. 

Seeing through a glass darkly, it is hard to find for 
Lee College a more precise assignment than to do 
whatever we can to be ready for whatever comes— 
to build where we can build, to learn what we can 
about preventing hurt, to be ready ourselves to repair 
any damage we may suffer, and to get on with the 
high purposes of Christian education. Although we 
shall know the bitter disappointments of ignorance 
and human frailty, we shall know the strength of 
high aspirations and see startling evidences of the 
capacity of the human mind and spirit. 

Properly our question is not what we ought to be 
ready to do years hence but, rather, what we are do- 
ing now. What are some of the matters immediately 
in front of us which must be successfully dealt with 
if Lee College is to serve our church and our youth 
adequately? It is not my desire to debate the marginal 
and frivolous; the issues I wish to mention are funda- 
mental. 


THE FIRST MATTER I wish to raise is 
whether our society is prepared to find and furnish 
the additional resources which Lee College must have 
if it is to do the job we are expecting of it. Funda- 
mentally, the need of Christian education for more 
funds, operational and endowment, is great. It is rea- 
sonably predictable that hundreds of young persons 
will have a thirst for knowledge and a strong desire 
to study in a Pentecostal school, but many do not 
have the money to pay expenses. Worthy Church of 
God teachers who have spent many years in prepa- 
ration and service to the high ministry of teaching 
still have a strong desire to continue to grow profes- 
sionally by attending school themselves. Of paramount 
importance is the economic status of our Church of 
God teachers. All of them are laboring at relatively 
low salaries, and in addition to that they are out of 
work for two months every year. It is difficult to live 
with rising prices even if you receive a regular pay 
check each month, much less not receive any income 
at all for two full months. It is my strong conviction 
that we need to consider increasing the compensation 
of our teachers because we want to Keep and need to 
keep each of them. These needs ‘can only be met by a 
sure plan and a sound program of Lee College Living 
Endowment. 

Alumni support provides the base for a comprehen- 
sive fund-raising program which makes its appeal to 
all the various constituencies of Lee: parents, friends, 
community, church, corporations, and foundations. 
Unless Lee College can demonstrate that it is receiving 
help from its own family—its own graduates—it is in 
poor position to turn to outside sources for financial 
assistance. 

A brief word must be said about the obligations of 
Lee College to review continually and critically its own 
costs to make our situation fully understandable to 
the Church and public from which alone we can ex- 
pect essential support. This attention to costs may re- 
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sult in useful economics and would be worth while 
from that point of view. But more important is the 
likelihood that additional financial support will come 
more readily if there is knowledge about and confi- 
dence in the efforts made within Lee College to keep 
its own house in good order. 


IN THE DAYS THAT ARE AHEAD, it ap- 
pears that the administrators, faculty, students, and 
other segments of our school will unite in a combined 
effort to think and work cooperatively in regard to 
common concerns. It seems to me that there is a grow- 
ing trend toward things we do with people rather than 
what we do to them. A working relationship of re- 
spect, love, contentment is most likely to be accelerat- 
ed. 


In order to serve our people better, general im- 
provements and expansion in academic areas are ex- 
pected. The development of a Liberal Arts senior col- 
lege is most encouraging. I hope the day is not too 
distant when Lee College will be offering graduate 
work in religion on seminary level. If we discharge our 
responsibility as a unit there will be an integration 
between the various curriculums. 


I feel confident that efforts will be made to pro- 
vide opportunities for our students to get in contact 
with religious ideas, religious leaders, and religious 
environment. It is suggested that we examine the pos- 
sibilities of doing more in a positive way for the 
establishment of the prestige, importance, and the in- 
tellectual respectability of Pentecostal religion in 
American life. Greater emphasis will be laid upon all 
aspects of evangelism. We hope to begin a conference 
on evangelism this year. 


Our responsibility to our students is not totally dis- 
charged by what we teach them through classroom 
lectures, library services, and laboratory experiments. 
It is still a basic pedagogical principle that we teach 
as much or more by what we are as by what we say. 


It would be difficult to predict with certainty en- 
rollment trends for the future. It appears evident, 
however, that enrollment will continue its course 
steadily up. An increase of forty was noted this year 
over last. (Fall registration stands at 520.) An at- 
mosphere of congeniality and satisfaction on the part 
of students is evident and certainly would suggest a 
bright future. 

In considering our duty, I recommend some very 
hard, realistic rethinking of our goals, aims, objectives, 
and philosophy. The frontiers of knowledge must be 
advanced; we can never rest in our search for new 
truth. 


Every college may need to make some changes; no 
institution, I am sure, needs to change all of their 
practices. If, with the young man in the Gospel, we 
in higher education can say: “I have done all these 
things from my youth,” such indeed would be a bliss- 
ful experience. If such is not the case, then we should 
tell ourselves, as I do each morning, “There is work to 
be done today.” 

















Whssions Vsion for 1957 
By PAUL H. WALKER 
Foreign Missions Executive Secretary 


.. + This gospel (evangelism) ... shall be preached 
in all the world (missions), Matthew 24:14. 


} HY DOES NOT JESUS COME? Why is He 
waiting? The answer is clear. It is because 
of the unfinished task. This gives rise to the 

right for the Lord Jesus to ask, “How long, I wonder, 
are they going to keep me waiting? 

2 When will they let me come back 

and call fer my own? How soon can 
I return?” But the answer comes 
ringing as clear as crystal: “This 
gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a wit- 
ness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.” 


THIS IS A MIGHTY CHALLENGE 


This challenge actually nestles the 
true saint of God within the sixth 
chapter of the book of Ephesians, 
reckoning with the wrestling not 
against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, powers, rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places. 

This challenge brings us under the shadowing wings 
of the Holy Spirit who wishes to gird us with the 
whole armor of God. In the light of this great drama 
of which we are all actors on the stage of life, work- 
ing for an incorruptible crown, we enter 1957 with our 
loins girt about with truth, having on the breastplate 
of righteousness and our feet shod with the’ prepara- 
tion of the gospel of peace; above all we take the 
shield of faith wherewith we shall be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked, the helmet of salva- 
tion, and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word 
of God. Seasoning ourselves by “praying always with 
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watch- 
ing thereunto with all perseverance and supplication 
for all saints,” we stand beside the sainted Apostle 
Paul with the same spiritual urge, with the same 
spiritual birth pang, with the same vision of this dying 
world, with the same surging flow of Holy Spirit 
energy, and say as he said, in Ephesians 6:19, 20, 
“That utterance may be given unto me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery 
of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in bonds: 
that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” 
Brethren, this is our testimony for 1957 if we are par- 
takers of God’s divine nature.. This will overshadow 
every spirit of complacency. It will destroy the care- 
less, indifferent, nonchalant, worthless, do-nothing 
attitude on the part of would-be Christians who stand 
lurking in the highways and byways to hinder others 
from doing that which God would have them do. 





As I sit in the late hour of night writing this article 
my heart cries out from the depths of my soul, “O God, 
send us a world-wide revival.” But I hear Him say, 
“How can I, if My hands are tied?” But, thank God, 
there are those who will not be dismayed whatever 
the cost; hence, 1957 should usher in the beginning 
of the greatest year of all years for the salvation 
of the lost. 


SIGNS 


There are many signs pointing to greater accom- 
plishments in 1957. 

One of them is shown by the report of the de- 
putational men who have visited churches that have 
been visited numbers of times before; these same 
churches are catching a greater vision, are realizing 
that they cannot outgive God, and are pledging and 
doing more than they have ever done before. I visited 
one church this year that I had been to three conse- 
cutive years before. The first time, four years ago, I 
received $1,300 in the offering. In this year’s offering, 
however, I received more than $2,000. In response to 
my question, “Has God blessed you more since you 
have been giving to missions than He ever did be- 
fore?” the people in the congregation raised their 
hands almost unanimously in the affirmative. True 
value is found in the paradox, “we possess all by giv- 
ing all.” 

There are certain facts that cannot be denied. If 
the tithes that come in to General Headquarters equal 
$500,000 a year, that means that the tithes paid into 
the local churches would be in excess of $5,000,000 
for the American ministry to promote the gospel of 
home missions. If that figure represents the necessary 
amount to accomplish home mission propagation in 
Christian America—and this staggering figure only 
represents one year—do you think we are asking too 
much when we ask for $750,000 in one year to evan- 
gelize the hundreds, thousands, millions, and billions 
in the world who have never heard the gospel? 

The man with a passion for souls must say, “No one 
should be eligible to hear the gospel twice until every- 
one has heard it once.” 

So with these signs of spiritual awakening, I fore- 
see a greater mission interest in 1957 than ever be- 
fore. The correspondence coming to my desk daily is 
increasing. The inquiry of many persons is, please let 
me know what I can do to help in the carrying of the 
gospel in the fields of national evangelism, the foster- 
ing of literature for the lost, the providing of scholar- 
ship students, the support of American missionaries, 
the purchasing of lots and the building of churches 
and mission compounds. These are definite signs of a 
constant missions expansion. I foresee 4 constant mis- 
sions expansion on the basis of increased giving, in- 
creased interest, and a seeking for an open door on 
the part of many to do more than they have ever 
done before. 


MISSIONARY ZEAL 


MISSIONARY ZEAL IS EXEMPLIFIED in 
the unrelenting continuance of service by such emis- 
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saries of the church as Herman Lauster of Germany 
who underwent the throes of death, yet came out vic- 
toriously and continues on; in the little lady by the 
name of Pearl Stark, whose husband’s body lies be- 
neath the hot sands of Africa, while she continues 
faithful in the land of her calling. Missionary zeal is 
shown by the McLuhans of Berea Bible Institute in 
South Africa, who could well be receiving $450 a month, 
but who are taking about half that much to dedicate 
their lives to a cause that they love for the Church and 
His Christ. 

What more could I say? There are so many out- 
standing examples of this zeal. I can refer to Paul 
J. Searcy of Nigeria, the Mooneyhams who have dedi- 
cated years of service on the mission field, and the 
little lady of Tunisia, Margaret Gaines, who is battling 
alone in the city of Tunis. Brother Cowdell is at 
Kotzebue, Alaska, preaching to the Eskimos, and the 
O’Marys at Fairbanks; George White gave up an 
eleven-hundred-dollar-a-month job to pastor a little 
church paying him less than $200. 

No, we cannot forget E. Ray Kirk and his family, 
who barely unpacked their belongings in the Baha- 
mas when the telegram came, “Your son Phillip has 
been killed.” They barely made it for the funeral, then 
went back to the land of their calling with a greater 
determination than ever before. Mission zeal? I am 
of the opinion that William Carey and David Living- 
ston never had more. They could no more than die 
in the land to which they had been called, and that 
is what our men and women have done and are doing. 
Some of them are going through what we might term 
a living death, yet through their dying, others live; 
through their poverty, many become rich. 


Time would hardly permit me to speak of the zeal 
of Luke Summers and T. Newton Ward in Barbados, 
or of Wayne McAfee, or of our brother Bill E. Watson, 
who has only one arm, yet God has his life. They work 
in the vast field of Brazil. Edmund Outhouse of Chile, 
H. L. Case of Cuba, Noel H. DeSouza of Costa Rica, 
George B. Horton of the Dominican Republic, O’Neil 
McCullough of El Salvador, all have this zeal. We 
could not forget the Kustels of the Gilbert Islands in 
the heart of the Pacific; the Pullins of Guatemala, 
with their co-partners, the McCalls ‘and Jaime Al- 
dana; the Beatys, Colemans, and Odine Morse of Haiti. 
My, ve can go on and name them one after the other. 

Read the October issue of the Macedonian Call; on 
the back page you will see the names of each of them. 
They are filled with mission zeal. They have zeal 
enough to bury themselves in the many lands of super- 
stition, heathendom, filth, dirt, ignorance, sickness, 
disease; among foreign languages, foreign customs, 
foreign tradition, foreign activity, foreign social life, 
yet, amidst it all, they give. They give their all. They 
answer the call. This call was born in the heart of 
God, was portrayed in the golden text of the Bible— 
“God so loved .. . that he gave his . . . Son.” His Son 
so loved that He gave His life, and we who are par- 
takers of that life so love that we give ours. That is 
the true philosophy of the true Christian who is a 
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true missionary and bespeaks the missionary zeal that 
shall make 1957 a year of victory. 

I foresee in the coming year the sending forth of 
more missionaries, the opening of new fields, the ex- 
tension of our publications, the augmentation of our 
educational program into greater realms, the deepen- 
ing of the mission message on the part of the mis- 
sionaries. I foresee the showers of spiritual blessings 
on the lives of the saints here at home who give 
unselfishly of their time, talent, and temporal means, 
reckoning with whom they have to do, and realizing 
that if they are faithful unto death, He will give them 
a crown of life. At the end of the way they shall be 
among the “great cloud of witnesses” who loved not 
their lives unto death but loved what they believed 
more than they loved themselves. 

In conclusion, my brethren, my missionary heart, 
my preaching heart, my burdened soul will not be 
satisfied until I have the consolation that when I have 
finished my task on earth I have done my best in the 
stimulation of world evangelism, even to the remotest 
recesses in the darkest places. 

Dear reader, what is your vision for 1957? 


National Sunday School and Youth Department's 
fa oe for Progress in 1957 


By O. W. POLEN 
National Sunday School and Youth Director 


accomplishments can be listed because 1957 is 

in the future and no one knows for certain 
what goals will be reached. Think with us for awhile 
and read carefully as we attempt 
to enumerate for you the goals the 
National Sunday School and Youth 
Department hopes to attain by, first 
of all, God’s blessings on our efforts. 

With a splendid national office 
staff: Brother Cecil Knight, the As- 
sistant National Sunday School and 
' Youth Director; Sister Bernice Stout, 
the Associate Editor of the Pilot and 
secretary, and Sister Clara Yecha, 
secretary; with a qualified and most 
‘ capable national board, and with a 
staff of energetic, hard-working and 

V | determined state directors, the pros- 
pects for progress in 1957 are ex- 
ceptionally bright. 

With a strong, well-planned Sunday School and 
youth program already in operation, special effort 
will be put forth in 1957 to strengthen and enlarge 
the present program. Special emphasis will continue 


s HE SCOREBOARD for 1957 is now empty. No 












































to be placed on evangelism in the Sunday School and 
youth departments of our Church. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL PROSPECTS FOR 1957 


Seven Big Regional Sunday School and Youth Con- 
ventions 

The biggest and most important phase of the 
Sunday School and youth program in 1957 will be the 
seven great regional conventions to be held as follows: 





Southeastern—Twin February 26-28 
Ft. Hesterly Armory, Tampa, Florida 


Western March 11-13 
Memorial Auditorium, Fresno, California 


South Central March 26-28 
Convention Hall, Mineral Wells, Texas 


Northwestern A 23-25 
Municipal Auditorium, Minot, North ota 


Northern ‘ May 7-9 
Detroit Tabernacle, Detroit, Michigan 


Northeastern May 14-16 
Municipal Auditorium, Charleston, West Virginia 


Southeastern—Twin August 13-15 
Lee College Auditorium, Cleveland, Tennessee 























Twenty different, and for the most part, NEW con- 
ference groups and workshops; thirty new and uniquely 
designed display booths, and an impressive visual 
demonstration each night will make the 1957 regional 
conventions greater than ever before. Speaking in 
each night service will be well-known and outstanding 
Church of God ministers with a real Sunday School 
and youth message. 

With the seven big regional conventions serving as 
“spring boards,” many intrastate conventions will 
bring the benefits of the regional meetings to the 
state level; thus reaching hundreds of persons who 
are not able to attend the large regional meetings. 


Sunday School Enlargement 


As the Sunday School flames of evangelism burn 
brighter, it is sincerely felt that many new Sunday 
Schools will be organized in 1957. As more of our 
local Sunday School staff members become better 
trained through the Sunday School workers’ training 
program, they will become aware of the methods that 
can be successfully used to.enlarge our Sunday Schools 
and will put these methods into operation, resulting 
in greater Sunday School attendance throughout the 
United States and Canada. 

The fall of 1957 will bring with it another challeng- 
ing nationwide Sunday School contest. In view of the 
splendid response to former national Sunday School 
contests and in view of the disappointment expressed 
by many when they learned there was not going to 
be a nationwide Sunday School contest in 1956, it is 
believed the 1957 Sunday School contest. will draw 
more entries than any previous contest. As a result, 
Sunday School attendance is expected to reach an 
all-time high. 


Workers’ Training Program 


Nineteen hundred and fifty-seven will be the second’ 


year in the new five-year training course cycle. The 





course for 1957, Workers’ Training Course No. 2, will 
be “The Sunday School Teacher and Teaching Meth- 
ods.” 
As a result of the tremendous success of Workers’ 
Training Course No. 1, introduced in 1956, (over 12,000 
copies sold) orders are already being received for 
Workers’ Training Course No. 2 before the book is 
scheduled for release (release date: December 15, 
1956). Sunday School workers in 1957 will be more 
training conscious than ever before, and as a result 
there will be a great increase in - the number of 
workers who receive Workers’ Training Course No. 1. 
and No. 2 certificates. The result? More spiritual 
and more efficiently operated Sunday Schools in 1957. 


YOUTH WORK PROSPECTS IN ’57 


PROSPECTS FOR A most successful youth 
program in 1957 are also bright. It promises to be 
one of our greatest youth years. 


Y. P. E. Attendance 


A big increase in Y. P. E. attendance and spiritual 
results is anticipated in 1957, and here are the reasons: 


1. A big nationwide Y. P. E. contest, the first in 
several years, will be sponsored, March 25—April 21, 
1957. The contest will climax with the second annual 
observance of National Youth Week, April 15-21. 

Because the contest is well-planned, the prizes 
appealing, and because most Y.P.E.’s throughout the 
nation are anxious to build up their attendance, it 
is expected that the majority of Y.PE.’s will eagerly 
enter this contest. The result: a big jump in Y. P. E. 
attendance for the year 1957. 


2. Y. P. E. department plan 

More Y.P.E.’s in 1957 will adopt the Y.P.E. depart- 
ment plan. Though a new plan, its merits will be 
seen by many Y.P.E.’s which will put the plan into 
operation, at least on a trial basis. Many, after ex- 
periencing growth and increased attendance, will 
wholeheartedly endorse and use the Y.P.E. department 
plan permanently. (The Y.P.E.. department plan is 
contained in the Y.P.E. constitution). 


3. Y.P.E. standardization 


The benefits of the Sunday School standardization 
plan have been many, and all Sunday Schools which 
have complied testify to its effectiveness. 

For some time a standard has been needed for the 
Y.P.E., and 1957 is the year in which the new Y.P.E. 
standardization plan will be introduced. The standards 
are not unreachable, and for the Y.P.E. which desires 
to progress, the Y.P.E. standardization plan sets forth 
those features which must be accomplished if the 
Y.P.E. is to successfully carry out its mission. 

Attractively arranged classification cards, colorful 
and eye-catching, will make this plan even more 
appealing to the local Y.P.E.’s. 


Youth Leaders’ Training Course 


Nineteen hundred and fifty-seven will also be the 
year in which a new Youth Leaders’ Training Course 
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will be introduced. For some time the National Sun- 
‘day School and Youth Department has -been aware 
of the need for trained youth leadership on the local 
church level, and this textbook will bring to those 
interested in youth leadership, the fundamental prin- 
ciples involved as relate to the youth program in 
the Church of God. 

This training program is expected to bring a splendid 
response from youth leaders and prospective youth 
leaders. A certificate will be awarded to those com- 
pleting this course of study. 


Lamplighters Activities 


The Lamplighters activities will gain even greater 
recognition in 1957 as interest is still mounting. 
After becoming better acquainted with the program, 
many, many more of our churches will organize 
Lamplighters Clubs and Lamplighters Youth Fellow- 
ships. This project is far from reaching its saturation 
point, and it is expected to experience even greater 
growth in 1957 than it did in 1956. 

A new feature to the Lamplighters activity will 
be the introduction in 1957 of the Lamplighters Sparks, 
a club activity designed for the six-and seven-year- 
olds in our churches. Watch for the pamphlet which 
will tell how to organize this activity. 


Youth Camps 


Nineteen hundred and fifty-seven promises to be 
our greatest youth camp year. More of our state 
directors are planning for separate Junior, Teen-age, 
and Senior camps, thus making provision for more 
campers. 

Greater efforts will be put forth relative to the 
spiritual development of the campers in view of the 
great number of campers who have been converted 
in recent years at the youth camps. 


The 1957 Youth Camp Manual, which is prepared 
in the National Sunday School and Youth Department 
and which serves as a guide to state directors in 
planning and conducting their camps, will provide 
greater assistance than ever before. The youth camp 
program has not yet reached its zenith, and 1957 
will be another great youth camp year with an 
all-time high in enrollment and spiritual results. 


1957 Sunday School and Youth Program Progress in 
General 


A new feature of the National Sunday School and 
Youth Department in 1957 will be the introduction of 
a Sunday School and Youth Tract Program. Eight 
colorful tracts, emphasizing the importance of Sun- 
day School and dealing with the problems of youth, 
will be available the early part of 1957. 

In its aim to keep our churches informed relative 
to every phase of Sunday School and youth work, the 
National Sunday School and Youth Department plans 
to prepare and distribute several new brochures in 
1957, one of which will offer full explanation of 
the Workers’ Training Course Program. 

Another new and important Sunday School promo- 
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tional feature will be a two-page section in the 
Lighted Pathway which will provide help to Sunday 
School staff workers and information relative to de- 
partmental organization and operation. It is felt this 
new means of guidance will be most beneficial to 
our Sunday Schools throughout the Church of God. 


eee 


What the scoreboard for 1957 will show remains to 
be seen. However, we have every reason to believe 
that, with God’s help and the co-operation of all 
concerned, the scoring for 1957 will be high. 


JI Se Greater State Emphasis of 
Che Giving fo the = for 
Children in 1957 


By CECIL BRIDGES 


of the camp meetings last year in behalf of 

the Home for Children, and I found greater 

interest in the work this year than I did the previous 

year. I think our visitation enabled 

& many of our states to see the need 

of giving more to the Home than 
ever before. 

A large number of our churches 
still have what is known as the 
“penny march” for the orphanage, 
and of course this will be about 
all the children will ever get until 
this system is changed. It has been 
only a few years since the State of 
North Carolina started their Home, 
and last year they did as much on 
the state level as the general Church 
did only a few years back. This 
shows. what a state can do if they 
accept the challenge of giving to the child who has 
met misfortune in life. 

A number of our churches have stressed the missions 
cause and have placed much greater emphasis on 
that than the orphanage. I have been asked why this 
is being done, and my answer is, “This money for 
the. children is much easier to get than money for 
missions; therefore, we must push missions more 
than the orphanage.” 

A large number of our youth directors, overseers 
and laity have visited us. This is what we desire, 
because we know when they go back on the field 


g T WAS MY PLEASURE and duty to visit nine 























they will go back working for the orphanage as they 
have never worked before. Three or four years ago 
the State of Florida began giving the Home a large 
truck load of fruit each Christmas. This past year 
they stressed coupons, and in one drive alone, over 
$500 worth of coupons were sent to us. It shows 
what can be done from a state level when it is 
pushed by the overseer and youth director. This last 
year one district in Alabama blessed us with over 
500 towels and wash cloths. Since the Assembly the 
youth director in West Virginia wrote and asked for 
certain projects that their State could work on. This 
week I have received letters from three of our youth 
directors wanting ideas of how their state could do 
more for the Home. Since the General Assembly I 
have noticed: in various state papers that they have 
special days and special emphasis placed in their 
state program to help their state increase finances and 
help to the Home. I believe that over a period of 
three or four years’ time, our receipts will be twenty- 
five to fifty per cent larger. Of course, the more 
that is sent in, the better we can take care of the 
children. 

Last year we spent $802 per child; this includes 
everything that is spent; such as, salaries, clothing 
for all children, food, painting of buildings and the 
many other items that it takes to operate a home. 
There are many homes that spend more money than 
we spend per child. I feel our states are going to 
do more for the Home than they have ever done. 
This does not mean that they will have to let down 
on their missions program or any of their other 
state projects. It simply means that the individuals 
will be made to feel their responsibility of giving to 
us, and in turn we will be able to bless more children. 

At the present we have about twenty-four more 
children than we had last year at the same time. 
We also have nineteen additional children already 
approved to enter the Home. This means there must 
be greater emphasis placed upon the program in the 
various states; their responsibilities to the Home will 
be greater in 1957 than in any previous year. 

May I ask that every home take the responsibility 
of seeing that we receive every coupon that you can 
possibly get. They will prove a much greater blessing 
to the children than to you as an individual. Many 
of our youth directors will be sending the new brochure 
to your church. Please make the inquiries with your 
local pastor about what you can do to make the 
Church of God Home better in 1957 than it was 
in 1956. 





Anyone having friends or relatives living in the 
vicinity of East St. Louis, Belleville, Caseyville, Center- 
ville, French Village, Washington Park, Illinois or in 
the service at Scott Air Force Base who might be in- 
terested in attending the Church of God, please notify 
Brother Cordell Ellis, 2646 Renshaw Avenue, East St. 
Louis, Illinois. Telephone Upton 3-2902. Please send 
their full name and address. 

—Cordell Ellis, Pastor 





NOTICE! 


The Sunday School and Youth Board will meet in 
Cleveland, Tennessee on January 22, 1957 at 10 a.m. 


—O. W. Polen, Chairman 


Subscription price increase in Evangel beginning Janu- 
ary 1, 1957: 


Single subscription $2.00 per year 
Club rate (4 or more) 1.75 each 
Rolls of 10 or more (paid 1 year in advance) $1.60 


each 
The prices will prevail until further notice. 
—E.C. Thomas, Business Manager 





_THE GENERAL OVERSEER’S PREVIEW 
(Continued from page 5) 


sands of dollars to give these homeless children the 
best environment possible, also providing Christian 
training which should add to their future happiness 
and ultimate salvation. Presently, the Home for Chil- 
dren in Kannapolis, North Carolina, is beginning con- 
struction on a new cafeteria which will cost in excess 
of $30,000. We are deeply grateful to Mr Charlie 
Cannon of Kannapolis, North Carolina, for contri- 
buting money for this building. 

We shall continue the expansion program of our 
Publishing House and Editorial Department in order 
to disseminate throughout the world the gospel of 
Jesus Christ through the media of the printed word. 
It is our purpose to place greater emphasis, if possible, 
on our endeavor to evangelize the world more speedily. 
Therefore, we have instituted a department on evan- 
gelism. Already you are receiving announcements and 
messages in our various publications, relative to the 
work started by this department, also printed matter 
which is being used in accelerating our program on 
evangelism throughout the nation and world. This 
is only the beginning. Much more will be heard from 
this department. 

We have also set up a committee on music which 
will develop into a music department. We are confi- 
dent that this department will render invaluable ser- 
vice to the Church. 

Therefore, it is my humble opinion that the Church 
will increase in strength and numbers, resulting in 
a golden harvest of souls throughout the year of 
1957. 
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PREVIEW OF OUR 1957 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


In order to assist our Sunday School teachers in their lesson 


——s ee 1957, we outlined our lessons below for 
entire year. 


National Sunday School Association 


the Uniform Bible Lesson Series of the 
this outline at 


. By having 
the beginning of the year teachers will be able to prepare their 


year’s program in 


advance. 


You will observe that the lessons are equally divided between 
the Old Testament and the New Testament, so a great deal of 
variety can be put into your year’s teaching program. 

Only one book of lesson helps for the Satire year is available 
on the Uniform Bible Lesson Series, the ey Sunday 


School Commentary. This helpful volume sells for $2.00 


ased from the Church of God Publishing House. 


be purch 


January 6 
January 13 
January 20 
January 27 
February 3 
February 10 
February 17 
February 24 
March 3 
March 10 
March 17 
March 24 
March 31 


and can 


FIRST QUARTER 
Life of Christ—Synoptic 


Christ, Our Righteousness 
Matthew 3:5-15; Mark 1:9-11 

Christ, the Willing Healer 
Luke .5:12-26 

Christ, the Giver of Joy 
Luke 5:27-39 
rist, Our Calm be Storm 
Mark 4: 35-41, 5:1-8 

Christ, Director of Missions 
Mark 6:7- 13; Matthew 10:16-22 

Christ, the Center of Our Faith 
Mark 8:27-38 

Christ, Our Royal Provider 
Mark 6:30-44 


Christ, the Conqueror 
Mark 9:14-29 

Christ, the Children’s Friend 
Matthew 18:1-14 

Christ, the Humble King 
Mark 11:1-11 

Christ, the Suffering Saviour 
Mark 14: 26, 32-42 

Christ, the Lonely Saviour 
Luke 22:47-62 

Christ, the Ascended Lord 
Luke 24:44-53 


SECOND QUARTER 


Early Church Leaders—Studies in Acts 


April 7 
April 14 
April 21 
April 28 
May 5 
May 12 
May 19 
May 26 
June 2 


June 9 


June 16 


14 


The Faithful Remnant 
Acts 1:13-26 

Peter and John Persecuted 
Acts 3:1; 4:1-13 

The Risen Christ (Easter Sunday) 
Matthew 28:1-9; Acts 5:29-32 

Stephen, the Lay Witness 


‘Acts 6:1-15 
Philip the Evangelist 
A 8:5-8, 40 


29- 
Ananias and Barnabas Befriend Saul 
Acts 9:1-6, 9-12, 26, 27 
Paul and Barnabas, First Missionaries 
Acts 13:1-7, 14-16, 38, 39 
James the Moderator 
Acts 15:1, 2, 13-20, 28-31 
Paul and Silas in Tribulation 
Acts 16:19-34 
Peter and Pentecost (Pentecost Sun- 


day) 
Acts ¥: 14-18, 32-41 
Paul in Athens 
Acts 17: 16-19, 22, 23, 28-34 


June 23 
June 30 


July 7 
July 14 
July 21 
July 28 
August 4 
August 11 
August 18 


August 25 
September 1 
September 8 
September 15 
September 22 
September 29 


October 6 


October 13 
October 20 
October 27 
November 3 
November 10 
November 17 
November 24 
December 1 
December 8 
December 15 
December 22 


December 29 


Paul in Corinth 
Acts 18:1-4, 9-18 

Apollos, the Eloquent Preacher 
Acts 18:24-28; 1 Corinthians 3:4-9 


THIRD QUARTER 


Period of Exile—Daniel, Esther 


The Last Days , . Sinful Nation 
2 Chronicles 36:1 

by First Captivity 

2 Kings 24:8-15 

A Message to ~ ee 
Jeremiah 29:1 14 

Jerusalem Destroy ~ 
2 Chronicles 36. 11-21 

Troubles of the Remnant 
Jeremiah 40:13-16; 41:1, 2, 11-14 

Jeremiah Taken to Egypt 


Jeremiah 42:1-3, 9-16; 43:1, 2, 7 

Daniel’s Wise Choice (Temperance 
ee a 
Daniel 1:8-21 


A King’s Vision of Empires 
Daniel 2:28-35, 44, 45 

Freed From the Fiery Furnace 
Daniel 3:14-25 

A Proud King Humbled 
Daniel 4:24-34 

Handwriting of Doom 
Daniel 5:17-30 

Daniel Delivered From Lions 
Daniel 6:10, 13, 16-24 

A Vision of the Future 
Daniel 7:9-14 


FOURTH QUARTER 


Little Known Bible Characters 


Melchizedek—King and Priest of 
Righteousness 
Hebrews 17:1-3; Genesis 14:17-24 
Jephthah: A Misunderstood Leader 
udges 11:1-11 
aleb: A Man of Courage 
Joshua 14:6-14 
Mephibosheth: The Lame Prince 
2 Samuel 9:1-13 
Obadiah: A Fearless Messenger 
1 Kings 18:7-16 
Mark: Devoted Disciple 
Acts 12:12-25 
Andrew: The Soul Winner 
John 1:35-42, 6:8-14 
Aquila and Priscilla 
Acts 18:1-4, 18-26 
Demetrius: A Good Man 
Py i ; 
ppa an ernice 
Acts 25:13, 14; 26:19-29 
Zacharias and Elisabeth 
Luke 1:5-17 
mee Great Miracle (Christmas Les- 


n) 
Laie 2:7-20 
Simeon and Anna: The Pure in Heart 
Luke 2:25-40 
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How old was Christ when he ascended back to 
heaven after His resurrection—33 years old or 36? 
—Sanford C. Elrod 

Opelika, Alabama 


According to the best chronological reckoning, He 
was about 33 years old. Even though the Bible does 
not tell us His age, it does contain records of events 
that can be successfully dated externally. These, 
with some internal records, provide considerable 
accuracy in determining dates in the Bible. 


Is David’s son, Nathan, the same Nathan that was 
a Hebrew prophet and reproved David of his sin 


with Bathsheba? 
—Mrs. Ruby Lee Nolen 
Meadville, Mississippi 


No. The prophet Nathan reproved David for his 
sin with Bathsheba which resulted in the birth of 
their first son. (2 Samuel 11:27; 12:1-18). The 
first child died soon after birth. Bathsheba, who 
then was the wife of David, bore him four other 
sons, one of whom was named Nathan (1 Chronicles 
3:5). So Nathan the prophet necessarily lived a good 
— years before Nathan the son of David was 

rn. 





Could you please tell me if this is a Scripture: “The 
mills of God grind slow but exceedingly fine.” I have 
looked everywhere and in several reference books 
but cannot find it. 

—Mrs. P. G. Burt 


Easton, Maryland 
This is a quotation from “Sinngedichte” by Fried- 


rich von au, as it was translated by Henry Wads- 
worth ge ogee 
“Though e mills of God grind slowly, yet they 


ae exceedingly small; 
Though with patience He stands waiting, with 
exactness grinds He all.” 

George Herbert wrote a similar line in “Jacula 
Prudentum”: “God’s mills grind slow, but sure.” Even 
though such an exact statement is not found in the 
Scriptures, the sense of it is found everywhere in the 
Word of God. It is an often-heard quotation, for 
which reason it has probably become confused as 
a Bible quotation. 





Is there Biblical proof for oil ampgereng in the 
hands of those praying for the sick? 

—Mrs. Ann Myers 

Roseboro, North Carolina 


There is no Biblical record of any miraculous 
appearance of oil such as you have mentioned. This 
does not necessarily disprove its occurrence now, but 


. “obeyed Abra 


it should certainly urge caution toward the accept- 
ance of any purported supernatural manifestation. 
We should prove all things the light of the Scrip- 
tures: does it in any way violate Scripture; does 
it truly exalt Christ; are its total consequences good; 
is it efficacious; is it harmonious with the nature, 
will, and work of Christ? In such matters we need 
desperately the wisdom and guidance of God. We 
must not be so imprudent as to swallow that which 
is false, nor yet so skeptical as to reject that which 
is true. Yet we are enjoined by Scripture to be cautious. 
God did not criticize Gideon when he twice put out 
the fleece; Christ willingly proved Himself to omas 
(search the Word age in and you will see that we 
criticize Thomas much, much more than Christ did); 
and the Scriptures constantly admonish us to do two 
things—“prove” and “beware.” Prove that which is 
good and hold it fast; beware (be aware) of that 
which is false and shun it. 





Is there a Scripture in the Bible that reads “wives, 
obey your husband?” If so where can it be found? 
—Mrs. B. H. Clark 

Dayton, Tennessee 


Not in those exact words. This is probably slightly 
confused with “Children, obey your-parents” in Ephe- 
sians 6:1. The submission of the wife to her husband, 
however, is demanded by the ‘Scriptures. Ephesians 
5:22 states, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord.” The following verse 
continues to say that the husband is the head of 
the wife. Then, in Titus 2:5 the aged women are 
instructed to teach the young women to be “obedient 
to their own husbands.” This is unmistakable. The 
word subjection is used in 1 Peter 3:1,5: “. . . Wives, 
be in subjection to your own husbands.” In verse 6, 
women are Fe to the example of Sara, who 

am.” The strong terms submit, obedient, 
obey, subjection and others are inescapable concern- 
ing the wife’s subordination to her husband. Yet, 
terms as strong as these impose upon the husband 
a@ grave responsibility of worthiness and honor and 
consideration. Note the expression in Ephesians 5:22, 
“... As unto the Lord.” This is significant, for there 
could be no such submission in a matter of evil or 
wrongdoing. The husband is commanded to love his 
wife (1) “even as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it,” (2) “as their own bodies,” and 
(3) “as himself.” The man who thus loves his wife 
is worthy of her obedience and “reverence” (verse 33). 
Any woman who is thus loved and then fails to sub- 
mit herself, subject herself, obey and reverence her 
husband is in disobedience to the Word of God. 
Remember that God said to Eve in the very be- 
ginning, “. . . Thy desire shall be to thy husband, 
and he shall rule over thee” (Genesis 3:16). Remember 
also that Adam called his wife “bone of my bones, 
and flesh of my flesh,” and a man should “cleave 
unto his wife: and wor Fog be one flesh,” (Genesis 
2:23, 24). The relationship is perfect when both hus- 
— wife keep the attitudes God has ordained 
or em. 
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The Solution to —_ 
Sunday School Teaching Problem ' 


————— bien 
east 
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ENLIGHTENMENT, INSPIRATION AND 
INSTRUCTION 


Workers’ Training Course No. 2 contains fresh 
materials calculated to.enlighten, to inspire, and 
to instruct teachers and prospective teachers. It 
is written in a simple, easy-to-understand language. 
Its purpose is to make the Sunday School teacher 
conscious of his responsibility as a teacher, to 
bring to light the reason some of our-present teach- 
ers are unsuccessful as far as enlarging classes 
and effective teaching are concerned. 


HERE IS A GOLD MINE OF MATERIAL 
FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER 


Here are 112 pages of nuggets for the Sunday 
School teacher who earnestly desires to improve 
his teaching technique and to effectively implant 7 
the Word of God in the hearts of his students. gy 

In this training course book, Sunday School 
teaching is vividly described as a sacred and hon- 
ored position. No teacher should allow himself to ~ 
become complacent about the spiritual progress 
of his scholars. How to evaluate Sunday School ~ 
teaching is carefully described in the last chapter © 
of this textbook. is has been written with one 
main purpose in mind—to —_ the Sunday School | 
teacher carry out the responsibility which God has “@ 
‘given him, to win the unconverted scholar to © 

hrist and to promote spiritual growth in the 7 
lives of the scholars. : 






Name of Church 





clip and mail Today 








Clerk 

Address Church of God Publishing House 
922 Montgomery Avenue 

City State Cleveland, Tennessee 








Rush __... copies of Workers’ Training Course No. 2 at 


$1.00 per copy, plus 10c postage for first copy and 4c for 
each additional copy. (This offer good through March 31.) 


